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fHE FARMER AND MECHANIC 9
' " .

HE PUT HIS RELIGION TO THE TEST
j based upon the snyinp. "K erybody r
lonesome," ami "acting upon that the-'or- y

a character in the story walked
into the hearts of many by swk'r.s: to

irtlJcxe a measure, of their lonemi-- j
ne?j. Isn't it true that everybodyneeds sympathy and an invitation to

j climb into the higher fife of Chn.i
:anlty? How many would enter thailife if a preacher. baptized with t.il-!

izlng fith. wru!d personally ..x
: from rhurr-- h tak. th m by .h. n.uid

TI!EnRpG9.ESTp HEAR THE PASTOR OFTIlELARGKSTMKTIia
AMERICA AND WRITES ABOUT HIM AND

HIS METHODS
ami i n them lr- - :r.M step' That
question Is one wh: h is .i?;w!-t- i n
many eonxerts by every bg rc-hr

who has followed thru eour
halted between business and the
istry. He resolved to trv out his

Uut to return to the ir-.- . h ipreaching, saying: 'If C,od wants mein tKe. tkvwI V.-- v : 1 .
. iid

in

had been if he repented; that his
Bins would be blotted out. You
said he would know he was for-
given and the sense of condemna-
tion and guilt would be gone.
Now, if you are saying what youdo not know to be.true, you oughtto be ashamed. If you are hold

it by six'- - I his method-?- . 1 f and thai in hhi uno vJIr iiV Will prt'Yt
li!r. Macfa:

r "

u fit --

nx; h -

.'te it

't-'- b.sd jr.- - v v a p
r .ti a"d told of b"-t- t'

r t.u.tii I tan
h--r- r hi tory of .

b:
tur- - of the
od so nr.M 'i
that 1 eo
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"In other words, he asked of his

i Gospel. a.s the convict later ashed of
it: 'Will It work?'

j "It did work; and young Goodell
j entered upon his first pastorate, which
i was somewhere In or around Boston.

Still the young preacher put his min

(Editorial Correspondence.)
New York, N. Y., Sept. 25 There are

Jpreachors and preachers, and whenne goes to hear one who preaches
Jje eternal verities as if they were not
he light of life he is apt thereafter to
et the church going: habit go into
onocuous desuetude when he comes

to this great city. The time was thatthere were a few great preachers here
,vho attracted visitors to the metrop-olis to hear them preach. They added
.wonderful gifts of oratory to ability ofa high order, and the Beechers and
Talmedges were among the chief ob-
jects of interest to visitors. There are
earned and great preachers here now,tout none so widely known or with

tmch popular gifts as Talmadge of
lecher. This is the hardest place in
he world for a preacher to get a hear

bi' I h bi h l ji ( ,haryC hu re h . vt,ty u p a t 1 i; h
Seventh aN m;v ir writes
to the ohurvh as follows

The church is a p!...n
plainly furnished, and t!.

Method;!
sirei t .,r.d
l h; v it

tru : ,;re.
r-- s he. 5

ing out to a man like me a hopewhen there is no hope, you oughtto stop it." -

A Iiife or Death Bargain.
"At this point, without appearingto cease speaking, the man's voice

seemed to die out of him and he stood
sileat, but with the intensity of his
pose unrelieved and his hungry eyes
searching the face of the preacher.The sincerity of the man obviouslyentitled him to every consideration
There was tragedy in the Imes of his

a plain man. Hu--j pernor... "..v ,a
larly unobtrusive at tb.
w-r- e two ministers' in the palp

ilt !,'- -

'I J. . e
'.: 1

istry uii prouauon. igain The re-
sults came. The church grew beyondall precedent. But three years was
the ecclesiastical limit of a Method-
ist pastorate in those days, and Good-
ell was soon tested in another field.
The results came as before. There was
no question about it. The earnest
young minister was a marvelous man
winner."

New York city has been called "the
graveyard of ministers." Many men

ho
I lound it d: thou It to de.! ,!

Dr. Goodell. and
that ne.'lur.there v.as a forceful l!..l.:r

the pulpit chair nearest mc

whi. h
-- t

he.
P'rt

With ;

pugra
rtrace and in the tones of his voice, jHe took some steps nearer, to bring j bristling pompadour and a tr.s

mmseir directly in front of the chan
eel, and, stretching out his hand in alvlth reputations and success have
gesture of appeal, said: I!

chin. I looked him ever carefully, j; ..,
was rot the face of a pulpit oraio:.The fr-nture-s xvere those of an cse :u-tiv- e

mind. Patience and power xv r
strangely mingled in them. Bui th
spirit of tho fighter bristled out f
him. He was the sort of person . i

would like to ha e for t

been swallowed up or lost in this big
city. Dr. Goodell came to his present
church here fresh from victories in
other important places, but he was
warned by not a few friends when he
came here that he would find New-Yor-k

"very different," but instead of

1

" Twant to know, sir, whether
you believe that this religion youare preaching can save a man like
me. You said that Jesus. saved a
thief on the cross. Do you believe '

that Jesus can save a, thief now?'
"The man's chin quivered and his

eyes swam as again the voice died out
of him. The entire audience was

Subway or an "l," ci-ar- ..n

ing. The hurry and rush of life, the
presence of many visitors, the cosmo-
politan character of the population,and the deplorable getting away from
the old church going habit have unit-
ed to lessen the influence of the gos

el ministry. Try however so much the
minister finds so many other things
crowding the lives of the people he
finds it difficult to get a hearing for
the eternal truth he has been called
o deliver. If men will not go to

irhun.h how can he deliver the mes-Fag- e?

A few months ago the brilliant Rev.
Ir. Aked resigned the pulpit of the
biggest Baptist church here to go to
California. He had large congrega-
tions here, but he said he felt he could
tiot get hold of the people and that he
was discouraged after giving hisbest

Sunday night when the heod- -being discouraged he replied:
"God is the same in New York as

in every other city in the world.
ums started "rousht -- hous-.m;"

Before there shall be a failure in Cal- - among the returning pleasure-s- e kcrs,
for he would have quelled such in ,;- -

xary Church there will be a funeral in ient riots single-hande- d. Iater it de
veloped that this was Dr. Goodo'JCalvary's parsonage. I will die

in the streets before there shall be a
failure of Gods great work in New When lie arose to speak, if, a lhl r- -

moved by the force of his appeal. Dr.
Goodell confesses that he felt it to his
heels, but he felt also his faith rise
within him at the challenge. He
reached across the chancel rail and
took the appealing, outst-etch- ed hand
in his, saying, in a voice for all to

nicism be permissible, hLs rarely una-sertix- e

manner asserted itself. Th
man's voice and bearing xvere sin. pie.
He made but the slightest use of per-
sonality. There was no suK-pe-stio- .f

hear:

York City."
But thero was no failure. On the

first Sunday in February, 1905, which
was the first day upon which he ex-
tended the general imitation of the
Gospel after a period of evengelistic
preaching, there were three hundred
and sixty-fou- r applicants for member-
ship, which, so far as Dr. Goodell
knows, is the largest number of per

magnetism. He made no quick move-
ments. Thero was not one era klinc,
vibrant note in his tones. He Femed
to be afraid of attracting attention .o
his presence there upon the platform.
Only he kept on talking, and one mastsons ever received at one time into the
admit that,. his sentences bepwi to befellowship of one Protestant congre-

gation. The membership of the church
has grown from 1,600 to 3,200. Here
is Mr, Macfarlane's story of how his
success has been won, and it should be
widely read: V

t I

' i

" 'My brother, I have honestly-declare- d

a message in which I
believe. I cannot afford to preach
a Gospel that is not true, and I
will not,. I am ready to make this
contract with you. If you will
meet the conditions which are
laid down in the Bible, by which
a man may come to God, and you
do not find salvation, I will never
again go into this pulpit to
preach!"
"Something like a sigh swept over

the audience as they realized the sig-
nificance of the issues thus joined. As
for the two men, they knelt together
at the altar. There was an earnest
exposition of the way of life by the
doctor with the open Bible before him,
with eager, earnest listening by the
man. Thereafter the minister prayed
fervently, and the seeker himself ut-

tered a few broken sentences. There
were other incidents of the revival ser-
vice that night, but nothing compar-
able in Importance to this one, and
the congregation was dismissed in

iYet Dr. Goodell's evangelistic
methods are simple. There is no taint
of professionalism about them. Theyare accompanied by no fanfare of cor

pungent. "The Practice of Religion"
was his subject. He began soon to be
saying: "Religion is the relation of the
soul to God, and the practice of it is
the practi-c- e of the presence of (od.
. . . God's regiment is not a camp
fire or a ritual or a creed, but a ood
life, groxving into a good character.
. . . Theology is only a way of
thinking; religion is a way of livine.

"Still, the man was disappointing
He plodded forward almost monoto-
nously with his entirely uninfected
discourse. There was no possibility of
making an interesting persxmalitv
story for Collier's readers out of such
a preacher. I had been . misled in
coming to hear him. Away down in
rny heart a very unxvorshipf ul senti

rets. There is no throbbing of the
deep bass drum. There is no impor-
tation of professional exhorters or
multiplication of evangelistic stage
personages and stage properties, with
a chorus of singers and talkers and

to this big city. Pastorates are short
lived here for that very reason. And
yet is the fault ail with the people? I
think the chief fault is with the gad-
ding spirit of the age and the
materialism that has shut God out of

.tso many lives, but is it not true as
ever that if a great man has a mes-
sage he will find a hearing, and if no
way is opened to him, he will make av:e deliver his message?

.1 went to my hotel last Saturday
l it.,);' I xvas trying to decide where to
go to church on the following day. On
ihe previous Sunday I had heard Dr.
Torrey, the well known evangelist who
has preached in several North Caro-
lina cities, and had in mind to go to
hear Dr. Jowett, the singularly able
Knglishman who-ha- s made reputationat Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church.
But inquiry gave the news that he had
not returned from his vacation. In a
quandary as to where I should go to
church the next morning, or whether
3 should go at all I bought a Collier's
and went to my room to read it. In
a few minutes I had plunged into the
third of a most interesting series of
articles by Peter Clarge Macfarlane
headed "Charles L. Goodcll, Pastor of
the largest Methodist Church in the
.World." His picture attracted me, too,
for he somewhat resembles former

Governor W. D. Turner,
of North Carolina. Hardly had I read
the first column when it was clear that
the use of my time on Sunday morn-
ing was determined, and fixed by the
merest accident of finding MacFar-lane'-s

article in the casual purchaseof a, paper. Some people would say
that this was a leading, others that it
was a providential message to hear
the preacher. No matter whether the
chance reading of the paper was mere

workers who are uncannily skilled in
pandering to the psychology of the
crowd. Instead, Dr. Goodell simply
devotes one month of every pastoral
year, the month of January, usually,
to evangelistic preaching, every singf9

suppressed excitement. The service of
the following night had been an-

nounced, but with the stipulation that
Dr. Goodell would not preach except

li,
t

ment framed itself, a sentiment xvhi h
if vocalized would hax'e sounded like
the word of Ashdod: 'Stung!' Yes, I

was stung. I looked around upon the
audienco in a kind of sympathy. They
were stung, too, poor people, and there,
xvera very, xery s many f
them, rank after rank f
seats, all of them full: thejyp.ues
back under the gallery full also; and
the gallery pitching upxvard on thre.;
sides of the auditorium, was banked
xvith pews that xvere filJd, the wom-
en's hats blooming like some n--

haneinc gardens. But reflecting th;t

night, of the Gospel as he understands
it. The service may be reliex-e- now
and then or embellished by the
preaching of a neighboring pastor, but
for the most part the doctor is his
own and his oxvn mission-
ary as well, for he spends the day be-
fore the night of the evangelistic ser-
mon in going among the people and
personally persuading them to the bet-
ter life. Nor is he any respecter of
persons at such times. His friends
tell of a.n occasion when a self-mad- e

merchant and manufacturer, whose
final triumph had come in the erec

upon the condition which all now un-- ,
derstood.

"Will It Work?"
"As the congregation passed out

and left the doctor alone, and finally
the man who had challenged his Gos-

pel so strangely was also gone, Dr.
Goodell began to feel a sinking at the
heart. He realized that he had risked
all the future of his ministry upon
the chance issue of affairs in the soul
of a highly emotional creature who
had strayed into his meeting. Yet he
reasoned with himself that he had

Uttd

i i
i these people had been coming her
iike this Sunday after Sunday for nine
years, it seemed patent that they" t ould

'not have been deceived bv a false lure.
tion of a great business block, which j

was filled, floor on floor to the very j
j

tnn Ti-it- cr r s r el rf Vila ntirn TTTiHlwt irx."
I fell to considering faces. KveryVx i f Vi i Vi aro a cckm Vi 1 aH f r v n 1p i t H 0 M

The hear- -nr.rcnnliv conducted Or Olnodell i was on in" jraoner.
1

!i

done right and only what an honest
preacher could do. He believed that
redemption began here and now. If
this man if any honest seeker
couldn't get it, then either there was
no such thing or else he, the preach- -

through the entire establishment, andl' wfrt" in a waiting mood. They sat
as he went, told the storv of his busi- - candidates submitting to the st
ress life. The minister heard him j bewitchments of a mnu-rrst- .

-- wv. ..vmn.itin- - - r r-- i '1" b e v Wfro to in v e his SDli aer. uiu not kiiuw jiu i wv. i

....1 as wen cease io
i;
; 1

i
i

!r

and mignt tnereiore mto hjs entnusiasfm ovt.r each victory,
preach as to continue. an(jf when the narrator had finished,

"However, Dr. Goodell did not sleep thpy stood ;;t the tQJ) of lhp storei
much that nignt. anci ine next uci Qn the yery pinnacle of njg achlve- -

a restless one tor mm. iome ui rnentsf as it wt.re, asked him: 1!
I
H;parishioners thought ne nau oeen 100 -- trow about God? And your duty

fair chance to 'take if it xxould. I

turned to the companion at rny'sidc.
xvho xva.s also hearing Dr. Goodc'l f'-- r

the first time, and found another p.tii
of eyes that were hied and m'tioi-l- e

The spell was taking in that quarer
also.

"As for the preah-r- , he had .rt;j-all- y

moved around on to the other side
of the pulpit, and was stretching out
his hand in a gesture. His eye had

rash and came to ten mm so, uui m to lim? (Jotj w10 gUVe you al! this
withstood their urging. rigni wmt-- ,

prosperity?"
and the hour for service, ut. uoou- - "Nor did the matter end with what
ell was at the church, out cna not ;eu- -

niight baJdlv sound like an imperti- -

ter the pulpit. Instead he sat just r.ent question. As the minister aked
i , 1 51 Tr.iV Ilia PVPS . . - a- -

H;

it

f

his voice had become aniinsiae me cnaucci it, tne cjuestion xas not lri.peruneiii j,. , ,
u would the man a .1 u f

Upol lilt; uvwi. '- - lailU llieie, rtmoi m uviriuo"-".-' "
rom? Would he come a conqueror merchandise emporium, the power of
or a miserable failure, confessing tie- - o jj PiaCei i,js hand in the minister's

mated; the flow or personality w.
apparent. For a moment these ilf-ta.i- l

were noted, and then I, too, ceased to
seer and listened only. Once, by a x Sofft? The time to preach at length d 1. himself to walk toward

accidental or the leadings of the hands
of Providence, I went to the church
about which Macfarlane wrote so in-

terestingly, and heard a truly excellent
eermon upon old -- truths presented
with clearness and impressiveness. It
was the story that Macfarlane told in
the first column of the story that

aused me to go a story I am going
to quote here. If it impelled me to go
to hear the man who put his religion
to the teot, will not the story also in-

terest every reader of these lines.
Here is the first part of Macfarlane's
story about the preacher of the larg-
est Methodist church in the city, giv-- ii

in his own words in Collier's:
"l.iim just out of State's prison!''

;. Goodell was in the midst of a
revival service when a man stood tip
in t :ie aisle and shouted these words
&t him in a voice that was harsh with
excitement. The preacher paused in
his discourse. The audience sat
breathless and transfixed. Every
glance was turned upon the man in
the aisle. His head was bent forwards.
The muscles of his face were set. The
beam of his eye rested steadily upon
the fare of the minister. After a
moment that was tense almost to
painfulness, he repeated his statement
and amplified it.

"T am Just out of State's prison.
I was guilty of all that was
charged and of things which were
never found out. You have been
Haying things here which are tre-

mendously true or terribly false.
You have been talking about
some One who could save people
from their sins. You said it made

no difference how wicked a man

lent wrench of the will, an eye '

cast back over the auditorium,
people might have been figures

arrived, but the man did not. Dr. neaven."
Goodell announced another hymn, T sornetimes wonder whether if all
and the congregation stood and sang? proachers would put their preaching

"'There is a fountain filled with lo the test as mj )r Ooodell and have
. . . 1 1 1 . . . r. TV o f Via m Mn'1 moro oc thfv

fhe
of

Thev were listening, listening.W.'tX.

died hasty steps and with ! eningj with all the souis of them
As the last note deal with their hearers men the listening:listening! '1 hat is word,vaoT-r- i in the x'estibule, tnen tne lhr.v 1. ont awav from their church not to an orator, not to

- 1 v . . : n ....... 1 ; H .doors swung and a man the man e 1 say j wonder if there xvould be ; listemnt, :

:v, hair disheveled and his features KO manv empty pews and if so many i phrasc.s; not si.irrea oy niuMraouiir,
there were illustrat or ; not,i s Qrcnirytinn. rushed down I

Ki.c-inflo- a men would pt:iv awax' frbni'th'-Ug- h

the aisle. j church. If I were a preac her (and
" 'The car broke down.' he ex- -

j t js the highest calling and I would
claimed breathlessly, 'but ' and his nave feR lifted up if called to that
voice roe in hoarse notes of triumph highest service) I think I xvould

moved by swe-ep- ff passion, thouli
there xxas i)as-io-n; not bound by a
spell, though there was a spell; but
listening--no- t to a sermon but to
truth, not to homiletic fcrms but to...... Qhpad and oreacn; rraeh more to folks who do not go- v v ia van - , m

"Dr Goodell's life has been run 01

crises like this. He is always wi ling
of his ministrythe powerLfresh by that one "thoritative

standard of this pragmatic dax . Vx ill
i. ,.v-i- .- in his vouthful days, ne,

to church tnan tc tnose wno go to;an :iiir.uj.uie -- pmiuA. om-- . m
church that is I would go to see .the ithe last t- -n minutes of that n

men in my community who did nt su h a v.itr h-r- y lay upon the peopV-atten-

church and give the personalis lovid Wariiehi himself my cat ;

e to the man as i3 related ofjhut it was all quit- - artless. They of
ihij York nreacher. Not long f ? lem who Till this chur'-h- . e in

I m - 1

"o:itinu-- on I'age Twie.Yankee boy, a4;o there came out a popular novela shrewd Massachusetts i
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